The Age of Wonders and Miracles 


· Jewish life and observance:

· Sabbath and Festivals

· In the home

· In the synagogue 
· Biblical Heroes and Heroines

· Worship 

· Hebrew prayer

· Hebrew vocabulary

· Hebrew reading

· Music and imaginative play

· Israel

· Keren Ami - Tzedakah
Our youngest students are offered a variety of first-hand Jewish experiences related to the observance of the Sabbath and festivals in the home, school and synagogue. The Hebrew language is introduced through games, songs, prayer and other classroom activities.  Not only is this fun, but it also serves as preparation for formal study in the Religious School.  Learning about Biblical heroes and heroines such as Abraham, Moses, Esther, and Ruth helps to develop children’s Jewish identity.

Our formal religious education begins with The Age of Wonders and Miracles, Component Bet.  We have learned that students who begin formal study in the 2nd grade very often gain a greater facility in Hebrew and prayer than those students who begin later.  Consequently, our program begins in the 2nd grade with a second session each week.   This extra time is used to gain the ability to learn prayer and to read simple Hebrew words, as well as to more meaningfully incorporate Jewish learning and knowledge into home holiday practice.  Study includes Jewish home life and broadens to include an expanding Jewish environment consisting of the synagogue, the community and the Jewish people.  Students visit and explore the synagogue, dramatize synagogue life, and become familiar with Jewish worship. 

BIBLE:  Bible study from Creation through Joshua.  Students are encouraged to relate the Biblical stories to issues in their own lives, and to understand relationships between the ancient Hebrews and their neighbors.  In Gimel, Close attention is paid to the Ten Commandments and what they mean for our own lives and conduct.  

ETHICS:  Jewish ethical concepts through Midrashic stories. Also, we invite a discussion of God and questions about God’s intentions in the world.

HOLIDAYS/MITZVOT:  Units on Tzedakah, Kibud av V'aym (honoring parents), and Kashrut. Shabbat and Gemilut Hasadim (deeds of loving kindness).  Study is supplemented with appropriate crafts projects.

ISRAEL:  The focus on climate and topography broadens students’ understanding and knowledge.

HEBREW/PRAYER PROGRAM:  Formal reading and writing instruction begins.  The core prayers of the Shabbat service are introduced and taught.  Prayers essential to home ritual are also taught.

Derachim ​– The Paths of Learning 


The  Derech Rabbi Akiva Gimel year will have as its foundation three source texts:

1. The Book of Shemot (Exodus)  [students will use the Etz Chaim chumash]

2. The Haggadah [A Different Night; The Family Participation Haggadah]

3. The Mishnah [specifically, Chapter 10, Tractate Pesachim]

We believe that everything we want to teach our students this year connects organically to these texts.

Goal(s)

Our goals for this year include:

1. Familiarity with these source texts

2. Familiarity with the specific rituals and practices that come from these texts

3. Familiarity with Hebrew vocabulary found in these texts

4. Ability to take a leadership role at home seders

5. Proficiency in prayer goals consistent with the rituals and practices from these texts.

The enlarged Prayer Goals for the Derech Rabbi Akiva include:

1. Bircat Hamazon

2. Hallel

3. Kiddush

4. Rachtzah - Prayer over the washing of hands

5. Ha Lachma
6. Avadim Hayinu

7. Dayeinu

8. B’chol vador

9. S’firat Haomer

10. Echad Mee Yodeiah

11. Order of the Seder

Ethics and Values

1. Tzedakah

2. Hachnasat Orchim

3. Keriyat Shema

a. Fixed time for prayer

b. Number of prayer services per day

c. Name of the prayer services

4. Messiah/Messianic age

5. Idolatry

6. Obligations of parent to child and child to parent

7. Anti-Semitism

8. Redemption of Captives

Midrashim

1. Four children

2. Pardais – (p’shat, etc.)

Torah

1. How to use the chumash
2. Trope with Cantor – Cantor will focus on those verses we are studying, enabling students to actually chant relevant verses of Torah

Mishnah

1. Oral law

2. Source of history and rules of practice


Goals:

To continue the development of a functional Jewish vocabulary that includes a basic understanding of Jewish ethics, practice and meaning.

Introduction to a basic (non-prayer) Hebrew vocabulary to enable understanding of Biblical stories and Jewish practice.

Study of the Modern State of Israel.  

Continued and enlarged study of the Jewish liturgical year, with emphasis on holiday practices and rituals.

Introduction to Jewish History, from the Biblical period to the time of Judah HaNasi, the Mishnah.

Prayer Goals include the fundamental components to the Shabbat liturgy from Kabbalat Shabbat, through the Shabbat morning service and Havdalah.
The study of Jewish ethics and values.

The study of the Torah text through the examination of the weekly sidra.  

The introduction to trope, the musical notes for chanting Torah and haftarah.


Our Hay Rabbi Akiva curriculum is focused on Prayer.  Our primary text is, as it should be, the siddur.  Unlike other Jewish texts, the siddur is a compendium of Jewish life, emotion, passion and hopes.  From the siddur we can holistically address the important issues of our Jewish lives.
I. Prayer

a. What is prayer?

i. Blessing v. Prayer

ii. The “formula” of blessing – Baruch atah Adonai…
1. Shem and Malchut/Adonai and Melech
iii. Different blessings.

1. call to action

2. for something God created

3. Enjoyment (Appreciation/Gratitude) i.e. Wonders

4. Gratitude, t’filah

5. Mitzvah

a. Which mitzvot have blessings, which do not

b. Why do we pray?

i. We are “praying animals”

ii. Cain and Abel

c. How does prayer change the one praying?

i. Magnifying glass exercise

ii. Awareness, etc.

d. Does prayer change God?

i. Ref.: Abraham @ Sodom and Gomorrah 

ii. Moses after the Golden Calf

iii. Moses praying for Miryam

iv. Isaac praying for Rebecca

e. What do we pray for?

i. Individual v. communal prayer

f. What makes Jewish prayer different than prayer “in general?”

i. Minyan – community v. individual prayer

ii. Ritual objects we use in prayer – talit, tefillin, kippah
g. Spontaneous v. Fixed prayer  (Mishnah Brachot 4:1-4)

i. Kevah
ii. Kavanah
iii. What is the importance of each?

iv. Can you have one without the other?  Should you?

h. Does prayer have its own language?

i. Prayer without words 

i. Meditation

ii. niggunim

j. Why do Jews pray in Hebrew?

i. Do we have to pray in Hebrew?

ii. Is Jewish prayer more meaningful in Hebrew?

iii. What does the shoresh t.f.l. teach us about Jewish prayer

1. Shoresh/structure of Hebrew

a. BRCh

b. L’hitpaleil  (to scrutinize self)

2. Why it is important to understand Hebrew

3. Language as perspective/culture/insight

II. Kevah/Kavanah

a. Prayer as “sacrifice”

i. The Temple

ii. Jewish cultic tradition

iii. Priestly duties

1. Kohanim
2. Leviim
3. Israelim
iv. History of the Temple

1. The Mishkan in the Desert

2. Saul

3. David

4. Solomon

5. Jerusalem

6. Destruction of the 1st Temple

a. Babylonian exile/ impact on Jewish culture (texts, etc.)

b. History/Dynamics of Ancient Near East

i. Egypt, Persia, Babylon

ii. Cyrus of Persia (Hamashiach), defeats Babylon

iii. Return to Jerusalem to rebuild Temple

iv. Prophets/Ezekiel

7.  2nd Temple

a. Roman Empire

b. Diaspora

c. No more sacrifices… no cultic center

8. Rabbinic Judaism

a. Mishnah

b. Prayer AS sacrifice – kevah
9. Synagogue as a “dedicated” place to pray

a. Dedicated place to serve God

b. Why come to synagogue to pray?

III. The Siddur
a. Meaning of “siddur”
b. Siddur as “script”; order

c. History/Compilation of the Siddur

d. Organic evolution of the Siddur
i. Sources of the prayers in the Siddur
e. Daily Prayer Services

i. Sacharit, Mincha, Maariv
ii. The flow of the week

iii. Reading of Torah

1. Monday/Thursday/Shabbat

iv. Shabbat

1. What makes Shabbat special

2. Commandment to keep the Shabbat

3. What is Shabbat?

a. Significance

b. Importance to all people, particularly Jews

IV. Shabbat 

a. Kabbalat Shabbat

i. Sefad; mystical Judaism

ii. Shabbat Bride/Shabbat Queen

iii. Ritual Objects

b. Friday evening service

c. Shabbat morning service

d. Seudah Hashelisit
e. Havdalah

i. Ritual Objects

ii. Three stars


BIBLE:  A study of the Torah narrative and the meaning of each week’s parasha.

JEWISH WISDOM:  Students will study the content and significant of Judaism’s tradition of “wisdom literature.”  

JEWISH RITUAL:  Close study the performance of mitzvot as well as the many categories of mitzvot.  Each Dalet student is required to complete the Dalet Mitzva Program.  of a number of Jewish concepts and tradition.  Study is structured around the book Basic Judaism for Young People - God, which contains direct as well as midrashic explanations of our traditions.

HEBREW/PRAYER PROGRAM:  Close attention is paid to the Torah service.  
The Olim Program 


The Olim Program respects the nature of this vital, transitional period in our young people’s lives.  Their maturity invites our exploration of such important and difficult subjects as the Holocaust and European Jewry in the 20th century as well as the various branches of Judaism and how we all make up the Jewish community – Orthodox, Conservative, Reform, and Reconstructionist.  Special attention is devoted to the unique place that the Conservative Movement occupies in the Jewish community.
Continued emphasis is placed on prayer and prayer proficiency.

Vav students also engage in supervised mitzvah projects designed to introduce them to the essential place that action has in a Jewish life.  At HERJC, we believe that it is vitally important that our young people begin to get in the habit of performing mitzvot in order to learn to live meaningful Jewish lives and to be positive citizens who contribute to their community and country.  Our ancient rabbis taught that “the world rests on three things: on Torah (study), on Avoda (worship) and on Gemilut Hasadim (acts of loving kindness).”

Component Alef – The Gan Program


GAN and KESHET





Five  and Six Years Old – 


Kindergarten and 1st Grade


Sunday Morning 9:00 am - 11:00 am











Component Bet – The Etz Chaim Program


ALEF


Seven Years Old – 2nd Grade


Sunday Morning   9:00 am - 11:00 am


Tuesday Afternoon  4:00 pm - 6:00 pm


BET


Eight Years Old – 3rd Grade


Sunday Morning   9:00 am - 11:00 am


Tue/Thu Afternoons  4:00 pm - 6:00 pm


GIMEL


Nine Years Old – 4th Grade


Sunday Morning   9:00 am - 11:00 am


Tue/Thu Afternoons  4:00 pm - 6:00 pm








Derech Rabbi Akiva


DALET





Ten Years Old – 5th Grade


Sunday Morning   9:00 am - 11:00 am


Mon/Wed Afternoons  4:00 pm - 6:00 pm 











Derech Rabbi Hillel


DALET





Ten Years Old – 5th Grade


Mon/Wed Afternoons  4:00 pm - 6:00 pm 























Derech Rabbi Akiva


HAY





Eleven Years Old – 6th Grade


Sunday Morning   9:00 am - 11:00 am


Mon/Wed Afternoons  4:00 pm - 6:00 pm 











VAV





Twelve Year Olds -  Seventh Grade


Tuesday 	         4:00 pm –  6:00 pm


Thursday               6:00 pm – 7:30 pm























Derech Rabbi Hillel


HAY





Eleven Years Old – 6th Grade


Mon/Wed Afternoons  4:00 pm - 6:00 pm 














