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"Happy are they
who dwell in
Your House"
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Welcome to Our Program

Your commitment to the Jewish community and to your child's future as a Jew is reflected in your decision to become part of our HERJC family.  As the parent of a Jewish child, you understand the importance of a strong Jewish education.   At our Religious School, students learn in a caring, supportive environment that encourages them to be proud members of the American-Jewish community.

Youngsters enrolled in our program are taught about the Jewish religion and its wonderful traditions.  They learn how to incorporate Jewish customs, holidays and prayers into their lives.  They learn Hebrew – the language which links all Jews in prayer and in support of the Jewish homeland, Israel.  They study the Bible as well as modern Jewish history, both sources of pride in our past and hope for the future.

We enrich our academic program with music and art.  Our many special programs and activities throughout the year include High Holiday services and breakfasts, Passover model sedarim, parties in the Sukkah, a Lag B'Omer program, Hanukkah celebrations,  a Purim carnival, youth choir, as well as family projects and family workshops.

Our progressive program meets the needs of today's American-Jewish youngsters.  At the completion of our program, our students will have earned a certificate of competency reflecting a knowledge of the Jewish religion and Jewish issues.  They will be confident and well-prepared for their Bar/Bat Mitzvah and ready to live meaningful Jewish lives, feeling comfortable observing Judaism in the synagogue and at home. 

We recognize the fact that Jewish education does not end with the Bar/Bat Mitzvah celebration,  our goal at HERJC is to instill in our students a love of Jewish learning which will last a lifetime.

If you ever have any questions or concerns about our program, or about your child’s progress, please feel free to call Religious School Director, David Woolfe, at the Religious School Office (599-0424).
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Junior Congregation
Junior Congregation meets in the chapel every Saturday morning from 11 am to 12 noon.  There are also Junior Congregation services for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.  Shabbat and Rosh Hashanah services are followed by a special kiddush in the chapel.  

Junior Congregation is an integral part of our Religious School program.  Under the leadership of our ritual director, children conduct the service and so have the opportunity to participate in the Shabbat morning service.  They serve as cantor, open and close the Ark, lift and dress the Torah and receive Torah honors.

Children should be encouraged to attend Junior Congregation:

· To apply the knowledge and skills learned in Religious School to the practice of Conservative Judaism. 

· To become familiar with and be able to participate fully in the worship service.  Attendance at Junior Congregation will enable our children to feel comfortable in any synagogue and actively take part in the service.

· To become proficient in Hebrew reading and prayer.

· To gain the skills and confidence necessary for becoming a Bar/Bat Mitzvah.  To feel comfortable, assured and poised in front of the congregation.


· To begin to practice appropriate synagogue conduct.

· To spend time in the synagogue with other Jewish children celebrating their common heritage. 

· To recognize Shabbat as a highlight of the Jewish week.

Family Shabbat

Our Family Shabbat services are led by David Woolfe and begin at 9:30 a.m. in the Youth Lounge.  The service is a welcoming service enjoyed by our students with their parents and/or grandparents.  A kiddush follows in the gym at approximately 10:15.
School Policies

Enrollment and Registration.  School registration is accomplished by filling out a registration form for each child attending.  Parents of new students should contact the Religious School in the spring before the term they wish to begin.  Students entering the Religious School program above the Alef level must have a reasonable understanding of the preceding grade’s curriculum in order to meet the standards of our school.  All financial obligations must be met prior to the start of the school year.

Attendance.  Effective religious education depends in part upon prompt and continuous attendance.  Only illness or a family emergency should keep a child home.  When absence occurs, your child should obtain the assignments from a classmate.  If excessive absences occur, a meeting with the Religious School Director will be required.

Early Dismissal.  Please make every effort to schedule your child's after school activities on days that do not conflict with Religious School.  If a child must be dismissed early from school, please send a note with your child to the school office.  It will then be forwarded to the teacher.  In addition, please sign your child out in the Religious School office.  No child will be permitted to leave the building without proper supervision.  Children will not be allowed to wait outside for a car.  Please understand that your child's safety is our uppermost concern.  Effective at the predetermined date each spring (usually the first school day after Passover Recess), the dismissal time will change from 6:00 pm to 5:30 pm.  Children may not be dismissed before 5:30 pm when this schedule is in effect.
Emergency School Closings. The closing of Religious School will always coincide with Public School closings due to inclement weather; snow emergency closings will be broadcast on radio stations WOR-710 AM and WGBB-1240 AM as well as Channel 12 News.

Textbooks and Supplies. Textbooks and workbooks are distributed at the start of the school year.  If a book is lost, a fee will be charged to replace it.  Textbooks should be returned at the end of the year; workbooks may be kept at home.
Homework.  Homework is assigned to reinforce important skills learned in class.  It is assigned in modest amounts and will be checked in class during the following session.  Please encourage your child to approach his/her Religious School homework with the same seriousness and thoughtfulness that goes into public school homework.

Report Cards.  Report cards will be issued twice a year.  They are either sent home or distributed at parent-teacher conferences. Please read, sign and return the report card with your child as soon as possible.  In addition to these formal reports, a teacher may send home a progress report from time to time, if warranted.

Meet the Teachers.  At a date to be announced, parents will be invited to meet the teachers and find out about the curriculum and class activities.  Parents may also arrange an individual conference any time during the school year by calling the school office.

Student Behavior.  Appropriate school behavior is expected of all students.  Behavior that is disrespectful of school personnel, property and procedures speaks ill of our families and our community.  Behavior that disrupts the school's physical, social or educational environment demands an appropriate response.  Please review the Code of Conduct letter appended to the end of this Handbook.  Read it with your child, sign it and return it to the School.
Late Arrival.  If your child must arrival after the beginning of class, s/he must be accompanied into the building to ensure that the late arrival will not be disruptive to the class in progress.
Tzedakah - Keren Ami.  It is customary for Jews to share what they have with others less fortunate.  We would like to instill this value in our students by asking them to contribute some small amount of tzedakah (charity) whenever they come to class.

Kashrut.  We observe Kashrut (literally "fit" food) as part of Conservative Judaism.  You must make sure that any snack or food brought into the school is properly marked with a K or U  in keeping with the Jewish dietary laws.  All snacks should be dairy or pareve.

School Standards/End-of-Year Award Criteria


Students receive report cards two times during the school year.  To be eligible for End-of-Year Awards, students must meet the following criteria:

Parents Association Award

    



1. Excellence in studies (A “3” in all subjects)

 

2. At least 90% school attendance

3. Correct deportment

4. Attendance at 15+  Junior Congregation Services (or other Shabbat services)

Etz Chaim Award 

1. Continuous effort in studies (No more than 2 “2’s”, the rest “3” in all subjects)

2. At least 90% school attendance

3. Correct deportment

4. Attendance at 15+ Junior Congregation Services (or other Shabbat services)

Certificate of Honor


1. Excellence in studies (No less than a “2” in any subject)

2.  At least 90% school attendance

3. Correct deportment

4. Attendance at 10+ Junior Congregation Services

Program Overview

Our Religious School is comprised of three developmental phases:
· Phase One – The Age of Wonders and Miracles

· Component Alef – Gan and Keshet (for children 5 - 6 years of age; Public School grades K-1.)
· Component Bet – The Etz Chaim Program (for children 7 – 9 years of age; Public School grades 2 – 4.
· Phase Two – Derachim, The Paths of Learning 

· (for children 10 – 11 years of age; Public School grades 5 – 6.)
· Derech Rabbi Akiva (6 hr./3 days a week)
· Derech Rabbi Hillel (4 hr./2 days a week)
· Phase Three – The Olim Program
· (for children 12/13 years of age; Public School grade 7.)
The program is designed so that students will  incorporate Jewish customs, holidays and prayers into everyday living, learn the Hebrew language, study the Bible, review modern Jewish history and explore issues of importance to American Jews.

Shabbat and holiday services for our children include:

· Torah Tots, where children ages 4-6 are led in a beautiful service designed for their age, which incorporates songs, games and stories;

· Junior Congregation, where children ages 7-12 conduct their own service under the guidance of our ritual director, and;

· Family Shabbat Services, where students and their families can celebrate Shabbat together.  
The HERJC staff and faculty is commited to your child’s well-being and religious education.  

Teachers will discuss each child's progress at scheduled parent-teacher conferences or at other times upon request.

Post Bar/Bat Mitzvah Education
· Exciting, monthly sessions led by interesting speakers like Mr. Woolfe, the Rabbi and others engage our 8th and 9th graders in compelling and relevant issues.
How YOU Can Help

You play a vital role in helping to ensure that your child has a positive and fruitful learning experience at our Religious School.  Please read this section carefully so that you can do your part to assist your child.

Be sure your child attends all his/her classes.  Religious School hours are limited, so  the subject of one lesson may be continued over a number of class sessions.  Repeated absences can seriously interfere with a child's progress.  We request that parents prevent and discourage absence unless absolutely imperative.

Help your child get to Religious School on time.  During the week, classes start promptly at 4:00 pm.  On Sunday, classes start at 9:00 am.  It is extremely disruptive when students enter the class late.  Please see that your child arrives at least five minutes early in order to be in class and ready when instruction begins. 

Double-check that your child has all required books and supplies before leaving for Religious School.  Students are required to bring all class textbooks unless otherwise advised.  Students should also bring pens, pencils and notebooks as required by the teacher.  All are encouraged to bring their own kepot to Religious School.  All workbooks go home with the students at the end of the year.  If you would like to purchase any additional textbooks for your Jewish library at home, please contact the Religious School office.

Check that your child is doing homework assignments and reviewing lessons.  We recognize that public school homework and outside activities often take up your child's  time.  However, it is at times necessary to assign a limited amount of homework.  Please see that your child does spend the time needed to review the lessons.  New concepts introduced in either English or Hebrew will be learned only if one spends time going over the appropriate material at home.
Encourage your child to have a positive attitude. Once again we must emphasize the importance of parents' encouragement in developing the student's attitude toward the school and synagogue.  A child's attitude is most directly influenced by parental values.  Parents can enrich the religious school experience by bringing Jewish observance into their homes as well as participating in Jewish adult education, Shabbat and Holiday services, and other aspects of congregational life.  If such activities and observances are a regular part of family life, a child will accept Religious School as a natural part of the weekly schedule.

Create rituals that will make attending Religious School more pleasant.  For example, a favorite meal or dessert or outing on the days/evenings of Religious School can create a postive family association with attending Religious School.

Please impress upon your child the importance of proper decorum during services in the Synagogue.  In order for us to make the services meaningful, we ask that you review appropriate behavior with your children.  To help us to maintain the proper decorum at Junior Congregation on Shabbat and on the High Holidays, we ask that you abide by the following guidelines:

· Please impress upon your child to stay until the end of the  service.

· If your child must leave early, please inform the leader in advance so that your child can be excused at the appropriate time in the service without distracting others.

· Please arrange in advance a specific time and place outside to meet your child at the conclusion of services.  

· The children’s services have adequate adult supervision and therefore we prefer that parents do not disrupt the services by going in and out of the room where the service is being conducted. 
Join the Parents Association (P.A.).  Our school is a partnership between the synagogue and the home, between the parents and those who work to educate your children.  The P.A. offers a variety of activities and opportunities to learn, to get involved and to serve our school.  We encourage you to join our P.A. and become involved in its many important projects.


HERJC Parents Association:  Enriching our children’s learning experience so that the Jewish traditions will be passed on from generation to generation
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE





To inspire our children with a positive and abiding faith in Judaism; to provide them with  positive, stimulating and inspiring experiences that will enable them to practice Judaism in the home, synagogue, and community; to instill an appreciation of Jewish culture, including art, music, and literature.





To develop in our students the desire to embrace their role in the synagogue and in the Jewish community; to encourage their sense of community with fellow Jews in all parts of the world; to instill in them identification with Judaism, emulating its past and present heroes and heroines; aspiring to its ideals, and devoted to its continuance.





To instill in our students the universal ideals of Israel's prophets and sages, combining the teachings of Judaism and the ideals of American democracy; to study the influence these two traditions have on each other, leading toward our children's commitment to peace and harmony for all people of every color, faith, and background.





To enable our students to understand and appreciate their religious, historic, and cultural relationship with the land of Israel and with the spiritual, political, and cultural developments made possible by the reestablishment of the State of Israel in our time.





To prepare our students to utilize the religious faith, ethical standards and traditional insights of Judaism  in meeting their personal challenges.





To lead them toward a full understanding of the insights and principles contributed by Conservative Judaism, and a deeper appreciation of K'lal Yisrael.



































VAV STANDARDS


To graduate from Religious School, Hay students may not be absent more than 15 times during the year.





Basic Jewish Competency Certificates will be issued at graduation to Hay students who pass a Basic Jewish Competency Exam.
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