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News From Hewlett-East Rockaway Jewish Centre ~ Nov/Dec 2020

Rabbi Resnick’s Reflections
You will receive this right before
we celebrate the all-American holiday, Thanksgiving. I hope that we
all stay safe and healthy and enjoy
time with family even if it means
doing so in smaller groups, wearing masks and/or via ZOOM.
In this time of COVID-19, with so much bad surrounding us, and for those directly affected by
the epidemic, we should try to find some silver
lining. We can look for what is good in our lives;
family and friends, the roof over our heads, the
food on the table, and whatever makes us smile.
We might be bothered by wearing a mask, or the
need to balance working and having children
home - and I do not mean to minimize this but for many of us life moves ahead even with
restrictions and changes. Life is OK.
I would also like to reach out to folks who
are indeed suffering from the pandemic
and in need of spiritual, emotional and/or
financial help. Please connect with me at
rabbiresnick@herjc.org.
Soon we will celebrate that all important holiday
as Jews, Chanukah. Let’s try to celebrate, light
candles with family - even if via Zoom or
FaceTime and remember those who are less fortunate. Drop off a gift at a collection site, make a
donation to a worthy cause… Reach out and
touch someone and it will make your holiday
more special.

Hazzan Zakarin and I look forward to seeing you
at one of the eight events in the Eight Nights,
Bright Lights celebrations. (page 2) Hag Urim
Sameach.

A Message from the President
In this fall holiday season, as we endure disruptions and difficulties in all areas of our lives,
there are still many things to be thankful for.
Among the long list:
 With the help of technology, we can “visit”
friends and family, perhaps more than before.
 Our children can attend HERJC’s nursery
and religious schools in person and/or online.
 Our daily and Shabbat services are easily
accessed in the comfort of our homes.
 We have a wonderful new Rabbi and an
amazing dedicated staff !
 We live in relatively safe surroundings.
It’s been a tumultuous year, to say the least, and
most of us will not be celebrating in the manner
in which we are accustomed. Let us appreciate
the gifts in our lives, and derive meaning and inspiration this holiday season.
Happy Thanksgiving!
May your Chanukah be bright and joyful,

8 Days, 8 Nights,
8 Bright Lights!

Join Us As We

Thur, Dec 10, Candle #1, 5:30pm
Light with our friends in the Village of East
Rockaway at Village Hall on Atlantic Ave.
Debut of HERJC’s Chanukah video.
Featuring our TEAM HERJC, on the HERJC
YouTube Channel.

Fri, Dec 11 (Erev Shabbat),
Candle #2, 5:30pm
Youth and Family Shabbat for All
with Chanukah songs!
On Youth Zoom link: 903 608 531
Email Hazzan Zakarin or Rebecca for the password.

Sat, Dec 12, Candle #3, 6:45pm
A Festive Havdalah & Candle Lighting
in the parking lot!
Bring your own menorah; we will supply the hot
chocolate and marshmallows. Social distancing
will be observed. Reservations required.

Sun, Dec 13, Candle #4, 11am-Noon
Our Religious School Kids Perform!
“Join” us for the annual event featuring HERJC’s
wonderful children, on the main Zoom link.

Mon, Dec 14, Candle #5, 5pm
Light Up The Night! Drive By Event
See information in right-hand column.

Tues, Dec 15, Candle #6, 7pm
Singing, Latkes & Lights on Zoom!
We invite our long-time members to join us
remotely, bringing your favorite wine or other
drink to the "gathering."

Wed, Dec 16, Candle #7
Please light with your family, record it and share
with us. Email videos to Hazzan Zakarin at
bonniezakarin@gmail.com

Thur, Dec 17, 6:45pm
Come Celebrate Candle #8!
Candle Lighting on the HERJC front lawn.
Gelt for all! Social Distancing will be strictly observed.
You must register for this event.

Light Up The Night!
Mon, Dec 14,
5:00-6:30 pm
(Rain Date: Wed, Dec 16)
A Special Drive-by
Chanukah Event
for Children & Their Families!
Come and drive through our
not to be missed,
beautifully decorated displays.
 Dancing dreidels & menorahs
 Goody bags & treats for all children.
This is our first ever
COVID-FRIENDLY
family event for all,
& we want everyone there!
RSVP to the Nursery Office: 599-1169

Personals, Donations & Calendar
For a listing of life cycle updates, latest contributions
of our generous congregants, and the HERJC
Calendar, please visit our website: www.herjc.org

B’nai Mitzvah
David Matthew Abelev
November 21, 2020

Eric Michael Reilly
November 26, 2020

Mazel Tov to Elana and Zinoviy Abelev
on the Bar Mitzvah of their son, David.
David is an eighth grade student at
Woodmere Middle School. His favorite
subjects are Math and History. He enjoys
soccer, basketball and video games.
For his mitzvah project, David contributed to “Every Name Counts” which provides information to families whose loved
ones perished in the Holocaust.
David has two brothers, Ethan, 15, and
Michael, 9.

Mazel Tov to Ivy and Thomas Reilly
on the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Eric.
Eric is an eighth grade student at
Lynbrook South Middle School. His
favorite subject is music. He enjoys
football, baseball and basketball.
For his mitzvah project, Eric started
a band with friends, which travels to
nursing homes to perform for the elderly.
Eric has a sister, Alexa, 10.

Religious School

Youth & Family Engagement

HERJC’s Religious School Kids Perform!
Sun, Dec 13, 11am
Join us in watching the debut of Religious School
Chanukah performances on the main Zoom link.

USY Grades 7-12

Chanukah Raffle Prizes!
Drawing, Sun, Dec 13
The Religious School students have been earning
Chanukah raffle tickets throughout the past
month, for chances to win prizes which will be
awarded during school hours on Sun, Dec 13.

Sunday evenings at 7:30pm
Virtual Challah Bake
Day/Time TBD
for Middle & High School students, during
December recess.
Chanukah Themed Edible Sculptures
Sun, Dec 6
Bring an assortment of snacks to the virtual
meeting, and create an edible Chanukiah!

Kadima Grades 4, 5 & 6
Monday evenings at 7:15pm
Scavenger hunts, trivia games, & more!

Nursery News
Our Nursery School students have been very
busy learning about autumn events, including
voting, and Thanksgiving. Next… Chanukah!

Chaverim Grades 1, 2 & 3
Wednesday evenings at 5pm
It’s always fun to be with your friends!

Ongoing Fundraiser
Wear Your Word (& other beaded items)
Bracelets, Mask/Eyeglass chains, etc. Gift
Sets available. Orders must be placed by Fri,
Dec 4, to guarantee delivery by the holiday.
HERJC Youth has raised over $4500.
Thanks for your support!

Follow
happening@herjc weekly emails
for the latest
ZOOM opportunities!
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Reopening Update

Celebrate Chanukah with HERJC!

As we celebrate Thanksgiving and count our blessings,
we want you to know that HERJC’s reopening task
force has been meeting regularly. They are putting
together a carefully thought out, phased plan for a
safe and gradual reopening of the building.
Watch your e-mail for more info.
For now, join us on ZOOM!

See Inside for All of the
Exciting Events!

